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PH. D. 

 What’s in a College Degree?  

   
MASTERS 

Commonly 2-3  
years after earning 
approx 45 credits 

 

    

  
BA/BS degree = 120 credits  

NOTE: time is not a requirement 
  

  120 credits   

High School  Approx 27 HS credits 
and 4 years are required 

90 Credits   
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12 – PSEO 
(30 college credits) 

60 credits 

The first 2 years of 
college are often a 

repeat of high 
school  

 

11 – PSEO 
(30 college credits) 

30 credits 
3 cr x 5 classes = 15 credits/semester 

Subjects taken over  
one year in high 

school take just one 
semester in college 

 

10th grade  

However, you can 
earn credits via 

CLEP before 
beginning PSEO 

 

9th grade  

This may allow you 
to finish 3+ years of 

college credit in 
high school 
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BA/ BS = 120 Credits 

 

120 

 

90 

 

60 

40 

 

30 

60 credits (often 2 years) – General 
Education Requirements are complete. You 
can earn these credits through college 
courses, or CLEP exams 

Required courses  
What you must take is 
determined by what you are 
majoring in 

Finish out with a few 
electives in your major 
area. 

Earn 120-128 Credits in all the right places 
and you’ve earned yourself a degree 

CLEPS that my to-be 10th grader has taken (21 credits): 
Analyzing an d Interpreting Literature 
World Religions 
Environmental Science 
Psychology 
Human Growth and Development 
Sociology 
 
Planned this year (6 credits): 
US History  
Algebra 
 
 

Required Courses in 
specified Goal Areas (no 
matter your degree choice) 
40 credits and you complete 
the Mn Transfer Curriculum  

20 credits Electives – 
you choose … just get up 
to 60 credits 

Entering PSEO years with almost 
one year of college complete 
 

Only 3 courses remain to complete the MnTC: 
English 1121, Speech and Chemistry with lab 

Finish HS 
with almost 
90 college 

credits 


